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Whats Playing in
Tim McGraws Ear?

REWIND: Since 1994, when Not 2 Moment Too Soon
became the first of his nine multiplatinum albums,
Tim McGraw has parlayed his popularity into
everything from a cologne (“McGraw”) to movie roles
(he plays Sandra Bullock’s husband in the new football
drama The Blind Side), while his marriage to Faith
Hill has produced two Grammys for Best Country
Collaboration—not to mention three daughters.
FAST-FORWARD: To record his latest album, Southern
Voice (Curb), McGraw and his band of 13 years,

the Dancehall Doctors, camped in a studio outside
Nashville. “It was like a bunkhouse,” he says.
“That’s how I work best—just head into the studio

and pull the shades.”

PLAY IT AGAIN: At home with the king of Nashville,
it’s a queens’ castle. “My girls listen to their mother’s
songs more than mine,” he admits, “and they have
no problem telling you when something sucks.”
Their dad took a few moments to tell O about music
that rules. —ScOTT FRAMPTON

Coldplay, Viva la Vida
(Capitol): "They're really
inspiring, both for their universal sound—
their music seems important—and the
theater of their live shows: They can play
a stadium and yet be understated. We've
seen them three times; everyone in my
family is a Coldplay fan.”
£ DOWNLOAD NOW: “Lost!”
The Fray, The Fray (Epic):
“Like everybody, | love "You Found
Me'—you get caught up in the emotions
of the song, and the melody is so strong
that you find yourself singing along with
it instantly.”
£ DOWNLOAD NOW: “You Found Me”
Holly Williams, Here with
Me (Mercury): “She has the
ability to make you believe what she says,
to make you feel vulnerable. She's intense
and moody; she puts you in a time
and place where you never would have
imagined yourself—and then you're there.”
£ DOWNLOAD NOW: “Alone”

MOVIES

Bright Young Things

Two new films conjure up the giddy swoon of first love.

- % BRITISH ACTRESS
Carey Mulligan has
the mostirresistible laugh: a
goofy little blurt of tickled
surprise. It's the sound of happy
discovery—the perfect grace
note for the bittersweet coming-
of-age story An Education.
Mulligan is Jenny, an Oxford-
bound teen who escapes the
dullsville of early-"60s suburban
London when she meets older
suitor David (Peter Sarsgaard);
his schedule of cocktails,
j hady business

universe away from Jenny’s
regimen of Latin lessons

and infuriating dinners with
Mum and Dad. Casting a loving
eye on its restless young
heroine, the film crystallizes

the ecstasy, luxuriant boredom,

and let-me-out-of-here!
frustration of adolescence.
That keening instant when
you're teetering on the cliff's
edge of the rest of your life
is also captured in Bright Star,
and though it's set 143 years
before An Education, the films
are kindred spirits. Here it's

Fanny Brawne (Abbie Cornish)
whose sleepy rural world gains
new colors and dimensions
when she meets her soul mate,
the penniless English poet

John Keats (Ben Whishaw), and
they forge a fervent, tragic bond.
(Keats died of tuberculosis at
age 25.) Directed by Jane
Campion (The Piano), Bright
Staris lush and dreamy, but it
rumbles with the tectonic
intensity of Cornish’s acting: If
you put your ear close enough,
you can hear a girl's heart swell
and split open. —J.W.

you have only...5 minutes: Check out the iPhone application Etiquette Avenue for tips
n writing thank-you notes, making small talk, and getting along in a foreign country. (But mind
your manners—don’t check the app during a meeting...or dinner with a client...or....)
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