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'Hot Mormon Muffins' calendar pokes fun at stereotypes

SALT LAKE CITY — The latest installment of a
calendar series that pokes fun at Mormon stereotypes
is putting a twist on motherhood. The "Hot Mormon
Muffins: A Taste of Motherhood" calendar features 12
mothers who claim membership in The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in vintage pinup
picture poses. Each month also has a muffin recipe.
It's a companion piece to "Men on a Mission," the
three-year series of calendars that featured 12 male
church missionaries who doffed their signature white
shirts. Last year, a dustup over the calendar
ultimately cost its creator, Las Vegas entrepreneur
Chad Hardy, his membership in the church and his
diploma from the church-owned Brigham Young
University. Hardy said the projects are designed to

- i shake up stereotypes that paint Mormons in general
as stuffy or hyper- conservatlve and mothers in particular as homemakers from another era. "For
Mormons, the most holy calling next to missionary work is motherhood," said Hardy. "But they're
not all the subservient housewives that people think they are." Church spokeswoman Kim Farah
declined to comment on the calendar Monday. On paper, Miss May and cover model Tami
Roberts seems like she might fit the stereotype. A lifetime Mormon, the 35-year-old woman from
Idaho Falls, Idaho, has been married 17 years to a Mormon man and has three daughters, ages
11, 9 and 4. The family attends church, and Roberts said she's raising her kids with Mormon
values. "l also want them to be open, accepting of other people, know that everybody is not the
same and that it's OK to make your own choices," said Roberts, who works as a restaurant server
and confessed to having a few tattoos, generally considered taboo among Mormons. Roberts
said her turn as a calendar model was an accident. Last year, she read news reports about Hardy
and his disciplinary problems with the church and BYU. "That made me mad, | did not agree with
that," said Roberts, who applied for the job on a whim after she heard a women's version of the
calendar was in the works. She said the $15.95 calendar's pinup poses and slightly revealing
outfits aren't in keeping with the message of modesty promoted by the church, but she's not
ashamed of the pictures. "The pictures are tasteful, and it's fun. | don't see why people can't
have a sense of humor," she said. "l just don't think it's a big deal." The women featured in the
calendar range in age from 26 to 53. Some have as many as four children. Several are stay-at-
home moms, while others are students, real estate agents, cosmetologists and dance instructors.
One is a former Miss Utah and another is a breast cancer survivor, according to biographies on
the calendar website. Hardy and a business partner created the first "Men on a Mission"
calendar for 2008. The 2009 version drew the attention of the church, and Hardy was
excommunicated in July 2008 after a church court. Hardy participated in graduation ceremonies
at BYU in Provo a month later, but his diploma was withheld. He lost an appeal of the decision in
March. Leaders in Las Vegas and a dean of students at BYU said the calendar was not in
keeping with the values espoused by the Mormon church.




Bigfoot hunters turn to rugged W.Va. wilderness

# recorders and plaster of Paris to make casts of huge footprints. Billy
. ‘V.*(‘p Willard, founder of the group, says they're looking in places where
people have reported sightings. He says he has never seen Bigfoot
himself. Bruce Harrington, the group's self-described skeptical
member, says he has yet to see convincing proof that the creature
exists. The group took plaster casts of suspicious prints but didn't
U N spot the creature during the expedition last weekend. (Visit Their

Site)

T::Q ELKINS, W.Va. — A team of Bigfoot enthusiasts is hoping to find the
&/ legendary creature in the bogs and barrens of a West Virginia
M wilderness area. Members of Sasquatch Watch of Virginia went
Vi camping in the rugged Allegheny Mountain highlands of the Dolly
; Sods Wilderness Area with GPS navigators, cameras, voice
W

Mattel Has Lost Their Minds

Last week Mattel released a baffling assortment of characters in
Mattel's DC Universe Classics line. However, now the crazy
minds of Mattel have taken it a step further and released the
Palm Beach Sugar Daddy Ken. Complete with silly clothes and
an enragingly tiny dog, this is like one of those joke Barbies art
students do in college to criticize gender roles forced on children
by their toys, like Hobo Barbie and Pregnant Trailer Trash
Barbie. Except this time Mattel made it. It's official. (View Site)

Shark nearly bites another in half

< A e .
Australia -- A 20-foot great white shark, so big it bit a smaller great white nearly in half, is lurking
off the coast of a popular Australian beach. NBC’s George Lewis reports. (Video)

Switched-off thieves fooled by fake TV

Intruders broke into a vacant display home in Arnolds Creek Blvd, Melton West, between 7.30am
and midday on Sunday after seeing a large plasma television through a window. After smashing
a front door window to gain entry, the thieves received a nasty surprise upon discovering the
television set was a cardboard cut-out used for display purposes only. The intruders took out
their frustration by messing up a bed. Police said the thieves fled empty-handed, leaving the
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cardboard cut-out behind. Damage to the front door was estimated at $50.
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